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March 10, 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
On February 27, 2020, my office distributed a letter relating to the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (which has been renamed 
COVID-19).  This letter is intended to update the Amagansett School community on actions taken to date, provide 
additional information, and share district plans going forward. 
 
At this time, most people in the United States have little immediate risk of exposure to the virus that causes COVID-19.  
However, some people are worried about the disease, and as such the school district has appropriately taken a number 
of precautions.  Cleaning and disinfecting protocols in the school have been reviewed with custodial staff, and the 
frequency of cleaning and disinfecting high touch surfaces (i.e. doorknobs, light switches, handrails, countertops) has 
increased.  The school nurse has met with students in each classroom to review good hygienic practices and to teach hand 
hygiene and respiratory hygiene/cough etiquette.   
 
In addition to encouraging good hygiene and etiquette, the school nurse has been instrumental in helping the 
administrators of the school district review and update emergency plans.  Nurse Bennett, Principal Dorr, and I have 
participated in regular conference calls with the Suffolk County Department of Health, the New York State Department of 
Health, and the New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.  According to guidance from New York State, 
the local health department will notify schools if and when a school must close due to COVID-19 and when a school can 
reopen.  Schools are not expected to make decisions about closing or canceling events due to COVID-19 on their own. 
 
In the event that a student or staff member attended school prior to being confirmed as a COVID-19 case, the New York 
State Department of Health requires an initial 24-hour closure.  Our district staff have been working to prepare lessons 
and instructional materials should there be a need for an extended school closure.  It is our opinion that it is better to be 
prepared for such an event, and hope that we never need to take this step.  Should a school closure be required, we would 
use the same methods for communicating the school closing as we would for a weather-related incident (snow day).       
 
As mentioned previously, most people in the United States have little immediate risk of exposure to the virus that causes 
COVID-19.  If COVID-19 exhibits greater severity, the New York State Department of Health and New York State Education 
Department may issue revised guidance, which may recommend additional steps.  I will make certain that any information 
which impacts the Amagansett School is communicated to you as soon as possible.   
 
Be assured that at all times the health, safety, and well-being of the students and staff remains the priority of myself and 
the trustees of the Board of Education.  Feel free to contact me, Principal Dorr, or Nurse Bennett if you would like to 
discuss this matter further. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Seth M. Turner 
 

http://www.aufsd.org/

